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JG ROVES

Touxr reaotlons to the story in the laat issue were mixed,
about 50/50 ror and agairst. I'm passing them all o:ﬂ;o Pat in the
hope that *hey may be ol Lelp to him. I iantend %o continuwe running
ocoasional itams of this sort, amateur efforts in the field of
writing or art, by meubers. A3 before criticisn and comment will
be eppreciated and will be passed onbo their authors.

It've got a lebter to hend from Peter lMabey, our Librarian,
about some of the recent gcquisitions including Kingsley Auis?®
"Rew Maps of KE3:1"; 4,C. Clarke's ®The Challange of the Spaceship®;
thres o R.E. Howerd's “Copan™ gerleg; E.E. Snith's “Triplenetary™
and “Firs¢ Lensman“; %'+ Sturzeon's Vepus plus X'; and Welnbaum's
T4 llarbvien Qdyssey®, and "Tue Elack Ilame®. The Amls book in
perticular is drawn to your attentlion, Woe have a review of it in
this issus and I resommend that you rsed it. 1 reckon it'll cause
quite a stir in sf c¢irclez for scme time vo coma. HEis elevation
of Pohl, Kornblutk and Shzckley over She heads of what many will
feel to be more deserving and talertod esuthors will certainly
oause comment, ITingsley kinis will also bo at the Easter Coavention
80 We cai exXpeot some Jivaly Cebates thero as well,

Asa you cen ses fron the latter c¢olumn quite a nunber of
members are in favour of socwe sort of pormanent printed cover with
tho pamo VECTOR and some sort of 3imple dosign, I ednit that
thls would savo tho frantic scaroh for a cover that has gone on of
late. It would also give the 00 a wore official leook. Can I have
definite views on this subject nloase? If the majority sey that
they would prefer It thut “iy then I'll make enquires as ‘to how much
1t would cost etc., and find out if it's feazlble., Suggestions
as to the extent of the design if any will ba anpreciated as well,

continged on page 2
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REFPORT

ELLA PARKER.

As this is my final ¢olumn for you in my capasoity as Seorstary,
it seems like a good 1dea %o do some rehashing; not only of those
plans thet have come to frultion, but these too, which for scme
reason, geem never to heve got off tle ground,

FE_[Q&Y NZGH'I‘ E EF.A N;GHE: This hae been one of the more
succegsful plans. So popularT have these meetings become it seems
incredible that they've only been golng since August of -last year.
Apart from ths hard ocore of regulars who alwyavs turn up, such as:
Ted Forsyth, Jimmy Groves, and Joe Patrizio, we have colleoted
some newish members whe, in their twwn, have attendsd just as
faithfully once they were made aware of the meatings or oamme to
live in London. Anong those we can count: Roy Sheppard, Patrick
Kearney and Harry Atherton., Then too, we occasionally see iike
Raynor, Don Geldart, Arthur (ATom) Thomson, Ethel Lindsay, Paul
Andrews, and Ron Bemnett {when he's in town). Herry Atherton
especially deserves mention. Harry travels all the w froi
Cambridge every week just for the sake of a few hours in our
company .

Scmeone, Chris Ifiller, T think, asked that we should appoint
a 'note=taker' at these getherings to let you all know what goes
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on. Apart trow tha fact that noue of us can Go shorth:nd it would
mean that whoever volunteered for the jJot would be too busy taking
notes to join in the tal:, snd Co we TALK! Irostiy about SF, but

I have heard polities and rcligion come under discussion as well

ag Tilms seen and liked or disliked; we pwob nagazines or buy and
sell them if new. Juite orften if any of your publicotions are
ready for the duplicator they are run off with the willing sssiat-
ance of thoae present. More recently plans aave bsen discussed for
attending the Convention at Paster and, of course. we driak lots

of tea and coffee. Usually we treak up Around 11.15 pm. ‘e never
know who will turn up unexpectealy no: yet where the conversation
will turn, but of one thing we can be sure, it's nlways interesting.

FSFA NFWSTHTTER: This i1s anothor new idea which has caught
on well, S0 Zar none of you has told ng you don't like it or
think it superfluous, Neither have you told us wheiher you agree
with the iters used in ft. As it was intonded to cover hews of
mombers as w3lil gs news in the 3F field we would apprcciate any
items you care to send to us. Like for iastence: Brian Jordan is
forming an SF c¢lub among follow students at Sheffield University.

I hope that as it progresses he will keep us posted on how things
go and If hc rancges to persuade anyonce inte gliving them a talk,
or if they come up witl ary ideas for a c¢lub project he will write
and tell us &bout it, Havz you found a boock out ¢i the ordinery
in which you think meabers wruld be interccted? Have you seen @
particularly good 3F T:i) lately? Tell vs abont it. 4are you
getting oerried, or have rou cihanzed your jot Tor one of more
intorest %o you? We &re interested 1.1 what you are doing and I
helieve our embers egre too

VICE-CHATRMAN: It would seem that you were &ll in favour of
this new post belng created, and for the first L me. “his reer’s
slections geses two noninees Tfor the office. I hops your vote is
in? Votes will be counted and the result sanounced during the AGH
at the Convontion,

So much for onr successes. Anry failures? ifell, I did suggest
that soma of you living 1n -cther parts of %he country might like to
copy the idea of mr Fridey right meelings for liombers, I reguested
that if you did get tiem started you should lst ue know and we
would publiciae tizom for you in oltker of the publications. To
date not a0 such has come threugh. I appreeiate rou dor't have
the same corcentration of members ir your part of tre world as do
we in London, bdut I alzo know that in Rdinburzk, foo exauple, we do
have quite £ nvrmber., Couldnit you lads 1o something 2lons these
lines up there? There are others wno could do lirewise.

T don't know if this ecgn be rightly called a fallure, but I
haven't neard anythinz of it for months: I refer to tha “Young Fang
Group- that Jin .inwood was all elive to get going. From various
letters I have received I know thet Jhim has ceen &olng the rounds
meeting nombers in their own homes, but about the YFS, not a word,
Hew are things coming along Jhin, or have you droprpedi the scheme?

CORRESTONDEICE: T also asked thoge of ycu wiho wouvld be will-
ing to write to new memters. to send me your nem=3, With two
exceptions, nothing. Oh well.

On reflection it would seem that results »ver tho past year
have been favourable, ¥Xecp it up wll of vou.
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again che sternal argunent nas come up about Yman ¥ BSF4 non-
fan membsrs, It was revived by Daphne Bucknaster in a letter ahe
wrote to VECTOR 10. I at first intended to answer her in detail,
point by point, to show how ridiculous her arguunents are, but I
don't think the non-iannish element emong you would be in the least
interested in such arguments so I shall save what I have to say for
a private letter, or even better, tell her i? she turns up st the
Convertion,

Your editor has made some of the points I would have done,
but I would elsc like to remind Daphne that it was the faan who
€ot the BSFA going in the first place and who has vorked hardest
for it's continustion, I fear the kind of Assooimtion envisaged
by Daphne and some others would be wealthy in nwabers If not 1in
cash, with little if any interest in the Association and it's
affairs being 1'el” by sald members. OSpeaklpg now as a aember like
yourselves and not as cne of it’s officers, I don't care how small
we rémain just as long e&s those who have joined ars as intercsted
in the well-being and continuance of it as I an, Rhather a small
band of willing &nd eathusiastic¢ members than a large umvieldy and
completely disintercsted memberghip list of faceless names.

Teking full edvantaege of my position to see your letters be-
fore they are printed; I would ask you to read the letter sent in
by John Phillifent before going on with this. John “agrees whole-
heartedly with every word she{Duphne) wrote*. 1Iere I go again!
John and I, at ono time, had a fierce vorrespondence going on this
very subject. John seems to imagine that owr - or is it my? -~ sole
aim is to make famsna of all of you. Nothing could be more wrong,
I neither deny orx apologise for naking it known to you thet such a
thing as faandow exists and the wide field of amateur publishing,
but that is as far as I go. Having been made aware, the next step
is yours. The Tact that many of you have Joined us in the wider
scope provided by fandon is a feather in our caps of which we are
rightly proud. but we don't feel for you, the non-fan, tho pitying
contempt that John foels for us who %;g faans. I just cannot
updergtand his intoleranco. Wo Gon’t ram faandom down his throat,
we don't try to wean him to cur way of thinking, why then should
he take evsry opportunity to blast us as he does, not only in
VECTOR T would remind you, but ip the fanzines which are faanish
publications. Be happy without fandom, John, but please, allow us
the seme rigkt to be happy jp faodem. fThe loss is not ours.

For the rest of John's allegations about the BSFa "being run
by, and heavily slanted toward ‘fandom'™ I can only iovite him and
some of the 200,00C who pay for SF to come in and take office. 1
oan imegline how deadly dull the Assoclation would become then, I
wonpder would it have lasted tho thres yearz that 1t has run so far
had they been at the helm? It’s oo usc, I just can't work up any
onthuglesm for $his argumont with him when it is only a rechash of
vwhat passed botweon uvs last yeaqr,

It is a sad fact, as I caid earlier, that this ies nmy last
"official' colunn for you in ry oapacity as 3ecretary. At Taster
I hand the position over to Joe Patrizio. Joe is a Scot who has
come to live end work in London, and who has, right from the start,
ghown &n interest In the Agsociation and it 5 affairs that is moat

contirued on page £3
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IREASURER'S REPORT.

Hereowith ave presented the Accounts for the Dacenber juarter
1960 and for the year 1960 as & whole, Logether with the relevani
exponse gpalysed.

438 far as the Accounts themselves &re c¢oncerned, I don't think
that tihey need mny particular remarks apart from Sush as have been
»ade hitherto, exoept perhaps that I might teke the opportunity to
point out that the year ended with a satisfactory cash balance in
hard and vrovided that the subgeription income ¢an coniinue to be
augnerted from other sources from cime to tine, this position shouwld
be falrly easy to majdntain.

One othexr rolnt T wmizht mention perhaps - those of you who have
basn following the pericdisal Accounts with bated bresth will
douhtless be rslisved uo .oarn that the outstanding debt of 3/éd
fer gele of the “Het Werldz™ index has subsequently been paid,
approximetely onc year after iU was first incurred.

In addiclor to thie Accounts, there are four extra “annual®
tables deing pregsented with thia,

Tnblo ehcts ho breakdawn of oxpenditure amongst the var-
ious projecta of the Assoolation aftor "General adninistration® and
“adwertising® oxperiditure have been proportiecnately sub-allocated
amop3st sverrthins clss,

Tatie “5¥ ghows thi cost of YECTOR and the Hewsletters (togsther!
rer tr3zus of YECTOD only, low that the advent of the Newsletfers
niac complicated the 3tnene there isn't perhaps as much point to this
vatlo na there was to it's equive'~nt last year, but it 1s inoluded
ameinly for comparisea purposes. To Further slaborate on this table,
tha o3t of an average Newgletter (say one ream of paper, five
etenciles azd 150 20 stamns) comes to around #1.15.0, whieh is about
2z¢ cach ino® all llewslatters bear their own postage for vharious
»gesons). Thus on &n aTersge. the aogt of each copy of VECTOR
sheuld zore ovu gt Just undar two shillings on the lower Iigure,
or jusi ovar t%¢ shillings aa the higher,

Table "C¥ shows “he average subsceription ror the year.

Table *D¥ shor-s tho sogt of what I consider to represent tha
Association's "mazie erperditure for the year. It wlll be noted
that this is not covered by the average subscription. This, as
was nenticned abovo, does not matter so long as periodicel surpluses
from owher sorrces coutiaue to b forthcoming. Aa I understand that
several new publicetionsr ave almost reedy to be offered for sale,
there shouwl? b= nuo cause for alsrm or this acore.

Adile liBrCET.
Hon. Treasurer,
february 1961, Beitish Scicnoe Fietion Association,

7



Dacember juartor 1960.

RECETPTS PAYI TNTS
sdal & g 4| & 8 4
Brought fward, Lxpenses
Cash 1n hamd 59 72 Treasurer 22 511
Reserves 12 9 9|71 16 11;j Library 413 026 18 11
Subseriptions 20 29 Reserves
Loss reofunds 12 6|18 10 3|North An. Exp. 5 9
Gen. Purps. '¢2 10 6
ITbrary charges ‘eld on A/C
ete. 7 0| {1961 subs) 12 61 8 9
Sutstanding Debtor (pey
dcbtor & |contra 3 8
Tash In hand
Library € 5 0
Con Committes 11 0O 6
Treasurer
{unreserved) 52 16 070 1 ¢
£98 12 8 298 12 6
GEl. ! Y. LIB. ADV. [T Cl.iGAL. Cl,
FT7716.3
0 5,16, 1)2,14,3 9 5 9.17. 9
5B 6.4
T ——— e
>
i Se 2,7} 6,10.11 3.0.0 14,13. 6
2.
=
u 7.8 2, 0,0 2. 7. 8
N
D.
6,12,10 |12, 7, 0|4,14.3 2 5]3.0.0 26,18.11
|




Accounts for year 1860.

RECRIFTS PAYT ENTS
L2 =a £ s 4 2 a3 & £ 8 4
Brought fwd. {Expensea
Cash 1n hand 52 3 Treasurer 132 1o 7
Resarves 13 7 4|65 10 9{Librarian 13 B 3|l45 18 10
Hobscripticns 77 5 O Tibtrary
leas rafunds 113 §/75 11 €|edvance loan
fas repaid 10 0
Library charges
etc. 20 0 3Reaerves:
Nerth Am, Exp,. 5 9
Sale of "New Cen. Purps 1962 10 &
Worids* Held on A/C
chooklist {1961 subs) 12 6 1 8 ¢
o/s dedtor 3 6
plus sales 117 6| & 1 O[Pebtor [per
oontra) 3 &
Sals of VECTOR 10 ©
Cash 1n hand:
Sels of surplus Library 6 5 0
Library stock 3 Ofonvention
Comnittee 11 o 6
Convention ITreasurer
recsipts 54 19 11 funreserved) 52 16 O|70 1 6
lesa refunds 15 0|54 4 11
Anon. receipt [:]
2218 2 7 218 2 7
GEN. |{VECTOR LIB. CON. ADV, [V, GAL,
FlT e =. ©
0 10, 1.8 | 741744{ Lo 7a 6] -a1.0]| 7.8 3 | 23.16.11
S|E 1.10.10
(
]
E 8.10. B|40. 6.8 1.18, 8 3,000 | 53414, 0
]
3
g 1, 0,10|1%. 9.0 [104128,0140.17. 9|3.3.44 68, B.11
L
13,12, 0|B2.17-% IBTB.TF.;. I IT(3.2.4y 7.8 | 3.0.5 [145.18,10
P
g 9.32 43,08 12,86 30421 2.20 2.33 100,00
cJ
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TABLE Q
Fi Expenses with “General” and “Advertising’ sub-allocaeted
amongst the other categories (year 19G0).
R & LIERARY CONVE!NTION CHECKLISTS TOTAL

2L
x7l.1,2 921.4.2 £49.16,9 #£3.16.9 £145.18.10
Dercsnt 40,89 14,53 54415 2,83 100.00

TABLE B
COST OF VECTCR AVD FEWSLETTSRS (YZLR 1960).
Copies of VECTOR printed during 1960:
¥o. 7 200
Noe. 8 ¢l75
No. ¢

[
Cost of VECTOR end lswsletters together #65.17.4
including proportion of Gen. Zdmin, and
Advertising £70.1.2
Therefore cost of VECTOR and Newsletters per issue of VECTOR
2/44 on the lewer Tigure, 2/7d on the higher,

JallLE S
AVERAGE SUBSCRIPTION (YR 1660).
Fumter of memberships offective during whole of year 1960-128
Total subscriptions for year 284,13
Therefore average subseription J_l/lCNl

TABLE D
~— COST OF B.3IC TXPENDITURE PCR I'IBER (YE/R 1960).

YECTOR &MD WEWSLETTERS g?z 7.4 9/104 per membsr

ADYERTISING ;E?_g ~fea

CENERAL ADIIN. £13,12,0 z/ea v W

“iza
LIERARY REKTAL £5,0.0 -f9a = =
TOTAL OF ABOVE 204,13.8 13/%a ® %
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AUDITED ACCOULLT

Tncome and Expenditure Account for the six months ended 31/12/59

£ 8d £ sd s 4
Tector 23 6 0 Subseriptions recoived 36 0 0
1ibrary
Experditure 13 0 1 Sala of "History and
Lggp' Fees 8154 4 4 9 Index of New Worlds
Postage — 3 3 6 Science Fiction® 4126
Hi=a. Expenditure 60
Balance, being
azcos; of 11;%0:-18 0123
over Expsnditure
£i0 12 6 £40 12 6
falance sheet as at 31/12/59
£ =4 =2 sd £ a4 £ g4
Acounulated Library &s
valued by
Pol@f®s as at Librarian
1/7/59 132 & 3 Bal. as at
RExcess of 1/7/59 lo2 10 3
Library Valuate Increase
lon over cost per contre 25 Q
to Ass00. g5 00 127 10 3
Excess of Stocks
Income over Stationary 5 00
Expend iture for New Vlorlds Index 1 7 O
vear 912 3 Vector S O
166 18 & 8 12 0
Subs. paid in Debtors.
advance 3% 14 o ¥ector 37
New Worlds Index_S 4 0
S 79
Cash Balances
5 63 928
Publications
Dert 113 0
65 2 39

The above Balance Shest and Income end Expenditure Acsount

have been prepared from the books
and are in accordance therewith.

4 Lloyds Avenue,
London E.C.3.
1t

and vouchers of the Assooiation

Williem A. Croft F.C.A.
Chartered Accountant.



A HAIDBOOK OF 3CTEICE FICTION &0 IPA TAST compiled by Donald H.
Tuek; scoond odition Jpril 1955. Two vnls. fonlscan alze 396mp.

This is a must Ior the sorioug colloctor of si' and i'antasy.
The story references are not compiate but ther are fairly ooapre-
hensive. Undor cach suthor's nan? is givon a list of books by him,
ary series of storiee, with appropriete ragnzine references, and
alse any notablo storiss. This vsec in conjuaction witk the
“huthor's Yorks Listing reviewcd below will givo nigh oh complete
eorerage of tha sT fiold, perticularly with rovcronec to megazine
sf, Therc arv also antheology iistings , with 7ull zontonts,
psuedonyn date and pany itows of zomeral invercst concerning tho
history of st and fgoadom.

AUTEOR'S WOFK LISTINGS conciled by Doneld 3. Tuck., 3/64 per set.
Sets one and two now availebie.

Each of *hese sets contains scoe haly dozen Hrooinent authnrs
anmd oovers their entire ontput in the sf field up to the date of
issuo of the set. 3ot cne jneludes ssinov, Feinlein, Dopd, Taight.
Brown, Stubbs, Cummings and Welnbauuw. 3et two containa amderson,
Clarke, Leinstor, Koll -, Xline, 3e¢hachner und Whitehoud. Others
in tihis serles are planned and, togetier witl: the 'landbook, should
#ive a nearly counlete coverasa to wor' 1a the sf field.

A1) of ghese ltoms aay hc obbained froa:-

Donald M. Tuck, 139 East Risdon Ri., Lindisiarne, Tasnania.
Fansast (I‘edway) Ltd,, 75 MNorfoli St.. Wisbecp, Cambs, Englopd.
Lir. H. DeVore, 470% Jeddnl St,., Dearborn, !ichigan, L.S.A.



BRIAN ALDISS.

rlthough we are supposcd to ridc nleng on revelutionary ideas,
seience fietion writers have to make do with pretty common phobias.
Rather surprlsingly, neny sf writers share a genuine dread of the
effacts of science and a fear of alien life. Thera i3 one very
honourabls, very notable excention Lo this, msnd he is an exception
to geveral other rules besides, Clifford D. Simak.

The univeorsc is a morc comfortablo nlace for kr, Simaek than
for sny other sf writcr,

Conscquontly, very little killing takos placo in Hr., Simek's
world. Poople, alicns, thinga, com: to an egrocrnont instead, ofton
an ungpoken agreement. Allens - who ninety percant of the time
have to ylold to foroe - reapond in ltr. Simek's universs to
Courtesy (the actual title of one of his earlier stories).

Even in & tele like “Honourusbtlce Opponsnt™™ the galactic battles
result in no doaths; after the war, the enemy returns Rerth's shioe
intaet, for it is all a game. In "Windergarton® (reprinted in
Strangera in the Universe), whoro the gliens arc all-poworful, their
Intentions, though at first in doubt, arc :ntiroly benign. Even
an isolatod alicn with plenty of tricks up hls slocvo can b just
a homobody, az in “Feighbowr®, For thc horribloe meshines in
“Skirmish" apn cxcuso is found; thoy erc liberating thoir fellow-

beings.
*In The Worlds of Clifford Sl.innl(:i:5 Simon & 3chuster, F.Y., .5.75




Nachinos il fact are genorally as bonovolent, and ss benavol-
ently treated, as aliens., The computar celled Lulu in the tale
“Lulu'¥ 3s a nulsance but no more; she is capable of, and responds
to, love., The last words of Lr. Simek's one mejor flop, “Time end
Again®, concern ‘an amdroid woman erying her heart out', This is
a distinct change after our usual diot of metal monsters, The
apothecsis of thess pleasant robots is Jenkins in the City segas,

a ereature at once worldly-wiss and world-weary in true Simak
Fashion.

Animals enjoy sinilar treatment. 1o other af writer has prod-
uted such & brood of them. You can't turn n pegs wilthout stumbling
over some shaggy pooch or other. Tae Worlds of Clifford Simek 1=
infested with them, =nd not only dogs but zebras, s, fish,
skunks, and similar livestock.

Ner is plant life exempt Irom lr, Simek's consilderation. A
rose bush mnd a rive-ioot weed play inpurtant roles in ‘'Green
Thuab* ¥, Furpituso end ipaainate objectc too have plenty to say.

4 spinning top leatured prosinently in kis best book Ri%f Around
The Sun. Cablnets talk in "Ianigrent®, en old jellopy 88 1n
“Operation Stinky" .

All these alien3y, machines, aninals, plants and things could
not comfortably exiat were ifan & trouble-maker. IMr, Simali's nen
are not that way lnelined. any dey of thoe century, thoy'd sooner
settle right down on their hunkers end whittle a stick, or go and
fish, or just plain squat on the patio ard smoke.

“we lit out of there like & turpentined dog,” remarks one of
his charecters, characteristically. They ero rcrely in such a
hurry, evan when confronted by allen nystery. Reck, if you ait
ground lang enough, naybe you ean kinde dicker with these here
aliens and Tigger out what they want, and do a deal with Tem.

d often enough 2 deal 1s done. In The \forlds several deals
are done, :aybo you stert with o protlem, buf you end on a ¢ash or
barter baais - as in “Dusty Zebra®~, ‘iCarbon Copy™™, and “The Big
Front Yard™™.

I confess to finding the lest-named story e disappointment,
although it was voted the Eest Novelstte of 1958, To have a beglnn-
ing where gplendid ratty ercetures get to work under Eiram's floor
ond mend TV sets for him before a plurality of worlds opens up
beyornd his front door is magnificent; but to finish with Hiram
sitting dickering over & paint deal ssems to me a Grade A anti-climax,

This, however, rcpresents the Tault of Mr. Simak’s virtuss.

In reducing nysiery to sanity, he sometimes reduces it to littlenoss
as woell. Generally his simplicity is a source of sirength.
Occasionally it smacks of smell-tosn mentality.

A small-town montality, whetever 1t's defects, 15 one with
roots. Sf 1s a rootless literature; by and large it's mentality is
that of the city corner - rot powerful but aggressive, not soclal
but gregerious, not wise but sharp -~ and this we accapt, for we are
as nach a product of the ags as it is. 8imak is different. He so
obvicusly does not live in a city flat,

His over-ridipg symbol is the house. Houses appear agaln and
agoin in his fiction. Somotiwes his participants are house agents,
as in “Carbon Copy"*, Tho majority of thase houses are the same
hous¢: a rambling affsir with a potio and shuttsrsa, full of sunshinps
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and orsaking boards, a sleepy place - a nlace that perhaps needs a
littls attention, a door olling or & window mending, but neverthe-
less a home thet will stand @ few iora sumers yset (Ilr. Simak doss
not seem to like the winter, for he only writes about warm deys).
In short his homes are placog of security, and with security one
c¢an afford to take m pedestrimn attitude to wonder. Generally this
pedsstrian attitude sounds just the right note. #Hse unfolds his
tale looking you so straight in the eye tlmt you swallow all tho
impossiblllities. Wo sf writer ever gnt by with less sexplanation,
Stinky, the skunk-alier, makes rachirery grow; we dor't know how.
Luwlu bops obout; we aren't told why. “This is just an idea™, says
one of her crew, and we aust take his word for it,

“This may sound a bit kinda odd at rirst, but here's the wny
it happened", i r. Simal: = saying, and you have to teke it or leave
it, Personnlly I can taka any umount of it. For ny money, the
lack of explanation compares fevourably with some stories by other
writers which seem all explanation.

I like the falry tale touch - though not when it degsnerates
into whimsy, es it doss in "Lulu®. T like his smaill towns, end I
1like hls rambling and repetltive style { wihich is more flexible
than it was some years teck, a3 can be Seon Irom the over-writing
in “Courtesy”).

Avovs al) T like the good nature of his stories. They aTe
gimpla, sluost corny at times, in e strong Asericen rural tredition
- all of which mekes themn e rerity in sf. They are plain, without
the phobies from which the rest of us suffor, and often seem to be
about happiness mors than anything else - which makes them a rarity
in any form of conteuwporary fTictiona

The Worlds of Clifford 3imak is o delectahle collection, even
with the strictures made above. 1In particular “Carbon Copy",
"Jdiot's Crusade®, Operation Stinky*, “Jackpot®, “Green Thumb* and
*Nelghbour- are first class of tleir kind. 1In sr, their kied is
unique.
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We regrot to announce that Dr. Arther R, lieir dioed suddenly
in Stendish Hospital, Gloucestsar, at 3 an, Saturdey, 4th I‘arch.

“Doc" was ona of the early membars of the Assoctation and was
very active from the start. Fe attended the 1959 Raster Convention
in Birmingham and was there elscted to the post of BSFA Secretary.
Unrortunately he was forcod to relinquisk this post about halfwey
through the year due to increasing ill-health. Despite this ha was
one of the most reguler and prolifiec contrlbutors to thess nages,
not only with book and iageszine reviaws btut also with articles.
During the pagt fewy nonths he finished compiling a cheoklist of
"Seienco Fantasy? for the Association.

Doc wes one of the outstanding personalities of the Aasoclat-
ion, contributing much to the guccess of Vector, and we will miss
hin very muoh.




REW i.sP3 OF I'ELL by Tingsley Awis
161 pp. Gollancz, 16/~

It was the Duks of Yellingion
who regarded the relrpforcements
sent him and uttered the now
classic Tenerk, “*I dnn't know what
affact they will have on the eneuy,
but by God they terrify mel' 4 contemplation of “New lMapa', this
venture into the cartography of st', insnires e similar feeling in
wy breast: T don't know what it does to tho goneral public, but by
God 1t impresses oa.

One of the difficulties of writing this book mugt have been
that of knowing one vwas addressing two entirely differsnt (meny
would 3ay opposed) publics, the general and the sf reader. You
have to assune lgnorance on the one hand ond Iknowladge on the
other, without equating tneso wita stupidity amd virtus., UIingsley
Anis has manafed this with smazing success. 4s far as T know ha
15 the only suthor to succeed, the very few other books at all
conparable to his - such as the Frotnor symoosiun “llodorn Science
Fletion™ or Tatrick lleoro's ‘Scicrnca And Fiction® - Tail as
dismally in this respoct as in many others.

anothor important virtuwe of tha book is it's roadebility.
Though often joeunlar in tonc , it is nover triiling; Yingslcy has
put the cartography belforo the horsoplay. And it will be read not
simply by the convortod. Iingslcy Amia is onc of our bast kaown
younger novelists, as well as & ffitic of gtandinz,



0f aourse it is npossible to differ considerably from many of
the views he expresses. The book is naturally coloured with his
own preferencea, although for a@ll his frse ani easy style he adheres
¢arefully to objective standards of criticism. But it will never
be possible &again for a new critic to come along and lay waste the
field; the spot heights are marksd, tho bench marks cut - the
Ordnance Survey hes celled, Future work ( and of course there is
room for isany mere books on sf) will have to take ¥ingsley's
pioneer work into account, and very good work it is.

Fls elevation of Frederick Foh)l and Robert 3heckley to the
peerage may surprise some peopls who would not have placed these
two authors in their Top Ten. All the samxe, it is a consistent
shoice; Kingaley's inclination ic towards satire and away from
pure fantaay, which automatically dieplaces Pohl upvards esnd sone-
one like, say, Simek dowmisrds.

Well, his favourites would not exactly coincide with mine.

But it i3 a relief to sec a few hitherto orowned heads rolling,
anong then John i, Campbell’s and Van Vogt's, and Heinlein's to a
lesser extent. an orthodoxy of authors peeds the occasional re-~
shuffle as fregquantly az a government. {’yself Y feel that the flat
*realistic’ writing of the old “Astounding- type story has had a
long enough day. The more true way to freshmess of story is via
freshness of writing rather then freshnecs of nlot - and here Pohl
and Sheckley have an edge on msny of the others, To this list,
Eingsley aight have added William Tenn end - 1f he had included

the British scens in hics survey as well - Tim Ballard.

Damon Enight has said thet Kingsley gives no reasen for his
reshuffle of the hierarchy. Tt seems to me his reasons are evident
enough; he believes that the science or tne theory side of the
atory should never rise and ongulf the living {charscters, activities,
humpan velues) side of tho storr. This' should be an innocuous
enough statoment, haerdly challongorble, one would have thought
until ono recalls the Patrick l'oorc school crying for rare scionce
to be loaded in. Science must act as a sprinsboard rather than
handeuffs; that is all that Kingsley is saylng, and he soys it
suceinetly enough. At the sale tine, he seens perhaps to zive too
little ¢redit to writers who achieve the science and fiction
balance particularly well: writers lilta asirov and Hal Clement.

Other small quibbles with thls book present tkemselves, To
describe Jack Finney as a wiriter 'yet to uake his pame' 1s perhaps
unfortunate. And Kingsley's rigures for the ciroulations of
various sf magazines are somwewhat out; Astounding's US sales
nunber 74,000, not the 100,000 he gives - though his figures were
prodvably aocourate when he delivared the series of lsctures at
Princeton upon which "New liaps™ is based.

Any cartographsr is bound to make a sliz or two. TFew could
have provided as accurate a map as this. I must finish with a few
of the things about it that particularly wake me wish t0 cheer.

First and foremost ls the elfect the book will have on the GBP.
No lorpger should it de possible to say “selence fiction®" as if it
wore a term of abuse rather than a category. Ho longer should it
be possible to think of of as "spaoeships®, or as a sort of gilded
pill for those wishing to brusl up on Quantum theory, or as a
fiction ¢ompanien to Popular Mechfnics, or a3 & prediction machine,
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a kind of 0l4 licore {not Patrick) in a gpace suit.

On the positive side of the sane coin, Kingsley - as nobody
else has ever done to ny knowledge -~ has defined exactly the
variety of enjoyment good sf oan yleld, and how this differs from
the enjoyments of ordinary fiction.

Sevond is the effect that the book will have on the sf reading
public. We are exceptionally fortunate that Kingsley Amis wrote
this; he knows the field intimetely, but he does not lknow only the
fiold ('whet know yo of sof who only sf know?*)}. Because of this
hoe has tho main reference points to his Hades in true alignment.
Without ever uentioning it by title, he sweeps muoh of the bretent-
ious nonsense in ‘“Yodern Scilence Fiction' down the sink. Sf, as
ningsley says, is not “a massive body of serious art destined any
moment to engulf the whole of Arglo-Saxon writing“.

Dearly as we love it, sf is only a small pari of contemporary
fiction., There 1s no progress in the arts, as Yyndham Lewis has
pungently demonstrated; nor is oontemporary fiction stagnating -
both tenets frequently aired in fanzines. True there can be
progress in the pre-sri stage; this is what we have been witneszing
ip sf over twenty or twenty-five vears, the climb from crudity to
literacy. Xingsley Amis‘*s book is a symptom of the olimb rather
than a nesdal of honour for shinning up the literary Everest of
Parpassus. This is what makes it a lovely and an exciting volume,

Put it thiz way: the importance of Hingsley Aumis's book is
twofold. He has opened a window for the general reader on to our
lively branch of fiction. And he has providod a mirror in which
the s wrlter and reader can soe thc perspectives of our curious
and colourful nether world, Whoth L ¥ou aro & visitor to or a
rosidont in the holls he charts, hecis one item o cherish among

the flames.
Brian . Aldiss.

THE FTAPERS OF A'DRE. !MBL OUIY by Hugh Sykes Davies. LMethven 16/-

So0ience flction books are usually largely about things, but
here, for once, is one almost entirely about people: Andrew
Ielmouth himself, the oxperimental blologist; his hard-bolled gir)
friend tiargaret; the nerrator. of the story {which Sykes Davies
tells under his own name); lary, the other girl in the tale; her
fathexr the e¢ldorly rotlred ascientist known as 3ir Charles; 'X', the
nuclear physicist, with an eye to the msain ¢hanco et all times; and
lastly, Dan Talgarry the professional rat-catcher.

T.uch of the action of the book takes nlace through its oonvere
sations, as the ¢haracters tell one another of what they have done
or propose to do, end criticize one anothers' opinions, and the final
result is an amazingly c¢learly drawn pic¢ture, with a peculier night-
nare atmosphere of 8 kind that I do not remember neeting for many
vears past, The climax of this comes when Anirew Melmouth discovers
that the literary technique that l.e has always used for the
nedantically accurate description of sclentific experiments can
algo be used for the telling of fiction, and, =ore particularly, in
Jjust the partioular fictionel episode thet he chooses to relate...

This is something .new in science fiction, horribly plausible
and most disquieting, the more effective for belng restrained
throughout to a deliberate levcllgf understetement. Was Andrew



lLeleath yeally sane, ald how far was Lis gruesowe little fictional
tals meant to be & parallel of his own mental state? And how far
was he affected by the single terrifying incident of his own child-
hood, that he never mantioned at all, anéd that the narrator found
out about only by chance?

This ig first-rate sf, told using &n ancommon and very lnter-
osting technigue; and I shall look forwaerd to nore experiments of
thig kind.

Arthur R. feir.

TEE WAR AGAIIST THE RULL by A.E. Van Vogt. Panthsr 2/6.

This book is the result of an amalgacation of Tive stories
whioh appearcd in AZF. ERETETITICH in 1940; CO=-O0PIRATE OR EL3E in
1942; THE SECOND 30LUTION elso in 1%42; THZ RULL in 1948; amd T!®
SOUND 4n 1950. 4s & result, there is a curiously uneven quality
to the narretive as a whole. The basgic theme is of Earth as the
key planet in a Galaxy wlde co-opsrative of nations...although we
never meet any of these allies .. locked in & war with'a febulously
aifficult snemy, the Rull, Coming fyom another GalaXy, the Rull
heve the ability to nmanipulate light energy so skil fully that
they ¢an imperzorate humans indetectably. They are herder to kill,
fanatically btent on wiping out Man, devoid of any of our kind of
emotions, and sasily onx equal in science,

Ovar the shoulder of the laading characltsr, Trevor Jamieson,

a scientist higheranking in the Council, we meet an agsortment of
life-forms, all of them violently antegonistic. The szwal, for
example, welghs some gix thousand pounds, hes syes thres-in-a-line,
slaty~blue skin like lesther, six clewed Toct, and 20 powsrful that
a baby ezwal, exhaugted, on the run, cold and hungry, is able to
dispose of a Todiak bear with little trouble. The ezwal is also
telepathic, and only Tamieson knows this. 7tiis task is to develop
friendly relationships with this life-form, as a recrult against
the Bull. Not only is the ezwal unwilling, but the human settlers
on Carson's nlanet, where the ezwal lives, are rigidly opposed to
this ferocious killer-animel, Aand he dare not leask the sscret or
the telepathy. Jamisson manages to survive the worst efforts of
both sides, including & desperate attemnpt by the Carson's planet
people to kill him by abanioment on it'a moon, This is where we
encounter the glant grass-eater, and tho bloodsuckor gryb, an
animal which makes an e2wal sound kittenish.

Then there is a kidnapping edventure on 1'ira 23, and & meeting
with the lethal young of the lymph beast, 01ddy, the nine-year-old
son of Jamieson, has his brush with the Rull, in en affair where
the Rull are infiltrating in numbers into the heavily secret ares
surrounding the Ship, I mustu't forget the Floians, thoge non-
meterizl, ele¢troni¢ intelligences, who go erazy drunk on magnetic
frields, Our Jamieson strikes up an acquaintance with one, trains
it to communicaie with him, and firds this assooiation highly
helpful in a subseguent hand to hand strugsle with the Big Chief
Rull, on an isoleted mountain-top on Laertes III, And so-on &nd
so=forth.

It is impossible to surmarise Van Vogt, ever in & straight-
theme story. Like all the regt, this one is piled high with
gadgets, glmnicks, concepts and Egista of all kinds, the whols



saturated in e boiling, seething stew of just about every stress
enotion you can name. aniﬁo treathing spaces, at all.

For me, it didn't come off. The whole ramshackls edifice
sesms +0 blur at the edges ilrte somacthing perilously close to slap-
stick, TFossiely ny fault, tecause, arter the first half-dczen
sweating pages, ny emctional responsés were stunned into numbness,
Ir you're the empethetic typo, this book could run you inte &
nervous broskdown. 0dd pcints zamerge. Van Vozt 1s curiously
wecden with his humans, and his aliens cone @c¢roses mueh worc roal,
t0 me. Tho big query, though, is this., “Mhat readership wsre
Panther aimjng at, with this bock? I mean, poscibly I'n not very
bright, but I havs bsen reading sf for arcund thirty years ., I
know the Jargon .. but whole slabs of this were quite meaningless
te me., V.¥. doesn'i step to £ill in details, or explain odd
references, end whole trains of side-issues are sivply thrown away.
The avsrage readser is going to find this gibberish, far the nast
part, Cr are there really that many 'hard® sf readers, enough to

soow a profit?
Jonr T. Phillifant.

BEST SF 4 elited by Zdmund Crispin; TFaber & Faber 15/«

Tris 1s the fourth apd latest in the Eest sf serles. The
¢ontents include a 52 pags novelette by Francis Donovan called
*The Short Life” and nine short stories. The one thet impreased
we most was "It's w Good Lifs” by Jeromse Bixby. The story tells
of an all-powerful three year cld wao has the most terrific psi
powsrs, All through this story there is a fagling that scmething
drsadful either has happened or is atout to heppenr. You find aut
what at the end.

“A Subwny HMNamed lioblus® by 4.J. Devtsch, has an interasting
feurtr~dizcnsicral-sort-of -paradox in it. “The Yellow PillY by Rog
Fhillips concerns thi problen “which one is having heallucinatlcns,
tho heodshrinker or his patient?” A good story this, with a vory
gory ecnding, 3Brian Alédiss has s nlcs tale in 'Fsyclops™. At first,
after reading the first pege or so, I thought that I'd finally
found an Aldlss story that X didn't lile, but it clarifies itself
nicely farther on.

Eric Frank Russell's contribution concerrs a space pilot
stranded on an unexplored nlanet, alane save for his talkative pet
nacaw, and of the interesting discovery he makes, “Baxbr® by
Evelyn Z. Smith, 1s a dramatic piece about the end of the worid,
Or rather it's invasion, and the exterwinetion of man, oy allens.
The central charects2 haes a bokby in which he criscrosses words in
some fashion., Tanged if I can Tigure it out!

Also included are “"Balaam® by Anthoay Boucher and “The Bliss
of Selitude®™ by J.T. licIetosh.

This 4= & good ouy.

Fat Zcarney.

SLAVE SHIP dy Frederiek Pohl: Dovson, 11/6
This astory tells of a very '‘hott! Cold War in which alnest
sveryene is conseripted, includine children. Evon this however
is not erough, For years, in <he story, computers have tecn set
to work on the languaccs of animals, snd head succseded in gotiing
10

(Cont. on paga 30]



FOURNC)

EBY IIARRY GILBERT.

They relaxed, their backs resting on thin air, Their faces
were similar end esch avoked the same Teellng of hopslessness.
Their minds wore somgthing more than primeval, yet they were less
civilized than jockals. They both knew that they wers going to
murdor & wen; and no civilized man, out here whore junglo lew was
the only law, could hopc to survivo., Thoy had scnt this man out
into tho endless fnll Lo 20 routine work on tho roekot's skin. One
of the men muttered something into a tiny microphons near his chin,
Tle had told the man who was to be murdered to go out swiftly. He
know it weould confuse hlp., After o short time tho other man reached
out and pregsed a hutton. A flickering red light acknowledged the
getion. ["e had opened the alr oscape holos. Thesa were spread
ovonly ovor the rocket's skin to let out the wasto gases. They
would throw anything outsidc the rocket off inte space. It was
sulcido to go out with the air escape holes activeted. Or murder...

He was moving out of the airlock into apaca when he felt the
vibration of the gun~shots on the metal, and saw the bullats tear
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vt inko vacuum near hkim. FThen in his suit<radio a voice said,"Get
out there quickly, we're olosing the lock.*

He had been overtaken by the swilthess of events, and obeyed
automatically. He came to his senses three seconds later, and
hammered on the ologed airlock. It remained clesed, apd there was
no voice orn his radio. After a while he turned avay, and orawled
along the outer skin of the glant rocket like a fly on a bottle,

Gradually, he bocamc awarc that therc was a slight prossure
coming from the rocket's surface. Investigating, he found it was
due to e large bumber of small holesevenly spread over the metsl,
which continually squirted thin streams of gas into space, They
must have been activated by the gunmen. If ke let go for very long
ne would find himself drifting outwards to float among the sters,
like a dead fish lying motionless in the gea.

Letting hisz outstretched hapnds slide carefully on the metal,
pressing them down, he c¢ould feel, through the texture of his suit,
the little knobs which were there just as last rescurces If ons
lost one's "life-line*. Holding ome of those with index fineger and
thumb, he clumsily pulled hlwsgelf along. Lyirng flat as he was he
could aee the curve of the rocket, ms it seemed to fall away from
him, very near.

¥With finger and thumb holding one knob, he reached the other
hand forward to find another- He pushed himsal® forward with his
Teet a Iew seconds beffore he expscted to reach the next knob, EHis
hend groped in vain, and the first hand was pulied off the knod by
the Impetus of the klek, He wag now gliding slowly alopg the metal,
rising very gradually., His bands frantically explored the surfacae,
found knobs, and caught hold of them, but were dragged off besause
hia fingars wero shivering and uncontrolicd. In a fow geconds it
would ba too laete. With both tho curvature of the rocket itsolf
and the presswre of the air-jets, hc could expect to talko-off,
rathor like en airereft, and sail forever in tiw gky., He clenched
his teseth, gulped and quickly c¢lsnohed and unclznohed his fist
steadying each individual shiver of every vital finger. He was
about one foot of # the metai, flying sumoothly elong. FKe¢ could not,
of courses, see uuch. 3tar-light hed a hebit of heing not very
strong. Thersefore hs could find knobs only by feeling for them.
There were in actual fact a surprising number of knobs covering the
surface: al®l ho hed to do was grasp ono firuly and he would be
brought to a stop.

Hls breath nissed out through clenched teeth and his arms, stiff
and astreight out, swung slowly across and back. Heé suddenly felt
& knod and took a deep breath, olosed his eyes, and snapped his
fingers together. On he sailed, the knob slipping out of his nerve-
lesg hand, and he seemod to Yo gaining height more rapidly. Just
then bls eyes went s little glazed and he oould almost laugh at
himself - easily ablo to suve himself, yet Too scerod. Ho felt a
1ittle c¢elmer and perhaps slightly cooler with less desperation.
The next time he felt a linob his fingers tried harder to hold it
and he slowed sllightly ond sturted golng on a dowmward ineline,

His arms relaxzed and he shook his heod wonderingly. He judged that

in a few seconds he would hit deck oguin at this slant. Yet after

thot time there was no ocollision. Alarmed, he brought his arms

tack into play and Islt for metal, There it was, bub he was Ilying
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parallel to it. The air-jets hud pushed him up: yet they surely
hed not that power before. The gunmen must have lnereased air-
preasure, Ilo aluost panicked. lle would soon be on the upward
¢limb and now a lot quicker., He felt again: yes, he was going vp.
With teeth pressed sc hard together that he could hardly concentr=
ate on his job he pushed his oxploring hands down. Almost immed-
igtely he found a knob: Le was so surprised that he lost it.
Suddenly, he realiged thut tkis was it; he had to hold the next
knob, or cut he would float into coldness, Te could nov only just
apread a hand flaet against nretal, and even then his erm was uncom~
fortably stiff, and his body had to bend in that direction & littls.
He let his finger-tips s=lide elong the surface, so that his arms
could be noderately confortables, His left hapd felt the upward
curve of & knob. Wwithout thinking, without, it seamed, a single
conscious light in Qiis brain, his left thumb and finger closed at
first lightly and then tighter apd tighter: it seemed as if he had
been doing this since he was a ohild. Ee uow hed a strong hold on
the knob, but his legs and the lower half of his body were twlstinz
up, trying to throw themselves towards the distant glint of stars,
Nothing could control this movement and resignedly he let himself
swing up until his feet pointed directly upwards, Then he realised
the dangex. Yot 1t seemed nothing could be done ebout it, Just

as he had thought, as his feet swung further over, hils Iingers on
the knod were twisted; the result was inevitable, His head was

now facing 1n the opposite direction and he was lyinz on hls back,
His back, though, was rubbing gently on metal and in places he
could feel knobs; but not for long he realised. He had held on
with his fingers longer than had seemed safe, and this was the only
renson tiat bhe was touching netal et &ll, His hand groped’ undar-
neath him end he grasped a knob. Slowly, almost painfully, he
pulled himself round til his chest lay against the metal. Then he
remembored the little compartment in the tail of the rocket where
there was both food and oXygen. Aftor a while he eamo to s deeision,
he would go tlHore.

Suddenly, in the middle of these thoughts, the air-jets cut
off, He felt unreasonably huappy; he wasn't safe, of ¢ourse, yet,
but still it was a great help to hin, Roldly, he drew himself
along - but with the cautien that his experience hed dictated
fuged with i1t. First, he moved around, trying to fix his position
relative to tho tail end of tihe roeclet. The accident hed diverted
his attention froii this. When he had elari’isd the situation in
his own brain, he realised that in his accident, indeed throughtout
it, he had been travellinz across, rather thar along the rocket,
and since the airlook hed been in view gt firgt, he must have
travelled once round. For a monont he was taken sback; 1t had
soomed g0 fast and the tiie so short whlle it wes happoning. Then
ho smilod, his happinoss couming tacks; it was as 1f you hod woken up
ob Christmas day, thinking you had to go to worl, thcn remombering
what day it was. With that-lasting amile rcsting on his lips, he
movcd eway from tho airleck, having now rogained his sonsc of
diroetion, relativc to tho rockct, ’low ho glidod adventurously
aleng, only touching knobs to bring hin noercr motel or to
docrease his spced. Presently, he pullcd himself to & stopn. Ho
had roslisod at last that his arms worc achilog. In the middlc of
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his aocident he had no time for anything like that. And afterwards
he hed been so muoch the victim of conflicling emotions that he had
not notioced it, Now that he had he deoided to rest. So with his
right hend ¢lutching a knob end his left hand drifting neer a
second one, he relaxed hie ruscles., He could not relax his mind,
for ho was desperately tired and had to fight strongly agsinst
sleep, A8 strength came back to his body he felt a little mors
awalé, perhaps capable nof reaching the tail this time, He flexed
his shoulders and ¢losed hig eyes for a second, Then he snapped
them ozon qulekly, shockod at tho complete rolaxation that hod come
in that moment. He had felt his right hand slmoat slide from the
knob, Alarmed he started moving forward again. Time passed swiftly
for him and he was surprissd when he saw the Tim of the rooket
before him, a right engle over which he c¢ouald look down into infinity.
Again he almogt lat himself fall asleep; he was so tired that he
cowld hardly move. He had to force himself to slide over the edge,
bend his body, and hold very tightly %o the knobs. Soon he was
over. Lying Tlat on %the end of ths rocket he pushed his body
ferward to the hols and saew the straps there by whioh he c¢ould hold
himself down outside the actual compartment snd lis half inside

apd half outside the hole, While he was watching these straps he
almost fell asleep, He only just kept control of his mind; 1%
gasmed like a greased, slippery fish, By now he realised that he
would have to useo those straps for ne wes s¢ tired thet his mind
wowld permit nothing e se. He would sleep outside tillhe was
conscious encugh to go in. Almwost too tired to tie the straps, he
fumbled for the thongs ard pulled himself' in. There he lay while
he olumsiiy buckloed himwself in. Then he rsally ralaxed; his mind
soemed to swim once round in his head then it collapsed into
uncons¢iousness,

He was swakened Ly a nighty roaring sound. He wag wide awake
very quickly. It only needed a second ior him to become completely
elear gbout what wasg happsening. The jets hed started and he was in
an unguerded position. You were not meant to lie In these straps
during acceleration. If you did then you took the conseguenoes,

His Tace crinkled up, hig skin peeied off. and he knew no more.

T e Mo WA
EDITORIAL Jim Groves cordtinued Trom pege 3

THE GALAXY C:ECRLIST

The GALAXY checklist is at last ready. Compiled by membsr
Karl Dollaer, it coversg the period from the first issue in october
1950 to December 1958, come 98 issues. Like the New Worlds index
it is dividel into three parts, lgsue , author ard story listings.
Also the same as tlle New 'Jorlds ehecklist will bhe the price, a
member's first copy will cost 2/6d, after which extra copies will
cost the same as for non-members; that is 3/6d, It will be on
gele at the Convention this yeor, &nd after the Con it may dbe
obvalned from next year's Treasurey, Ted Foxsyth. at 11 Ferndale
Road, Londonr. S.W.4.
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ARTITR R. VEIR.

In tio course of the last few years, ceveral tynes of throe-
dimensional chess have been evolved, and thaniks to the courtesy
and help of Fred Galvin of the Ilathe.atlcs De»t. of the University
of I"innesota and of Ruth Zer.an, also of Hinnesota, I ai: able to
give the Tollowing ovtline of the jiogt elaborate and complete of
them.

3pace Chess ig ~layed in a cube, consisting of 8 square sheets
of trangparent alastic, divided uwv as chessvourds of 64 squeres
each; the cube thus ceontains 512 cubical cells, called C.3%ES,

Eaeh nlayer lias G4 men: 40 pawns, 4 Rooks, 4 Bishows, 4 TFools,
i Uipvogrirfs, 2 Pevourites, 2 Fnights, 2 Areabishows, 1 ueen and

King.
ROOES move in straignt lines »arallel to tiae edres of Lhe
cube, i.0. along a line of cases baving [aces in ¢olyion; a rook in
an inner case cai nove in o directions.

CISI0'3 movo in straight lines narallel to the diogonals of
aay of tho faces of tlie cube, l.e. along a line of ¢ases having
edges 1n comon; & bishon in an inner cass cah .ove in 12 diresctions.

FOOLS move in straight likes parallel to the solié diegonals
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¢l the cube, i.e. along a line of cases having corners in comnon;
a ool in an inner case can move in € dlrections.

4 FAVOURITE cen move at choice either es & bishop or as s rook.

An ARCFBISEOP can move et choice either as a bishop or a fool.

The UEEN can nove at cholce elther as rouvk, bishop or fool,

Tne KIM: can, like the Zueen, move in ony direction, but only
one cose 8% = time, i.6. the Xing noves from the case in whioh it
siwnds to bny one of the 26 cases that touch it at face, edge or
QOINGBT.

PA.LS nove one case forward or up or down (but NOT sideways
or bockward ) like a Roolk, but may only capture by moving one cese
diogonelly, like a bishop or a fool; thua a pawn on an inner case
tareatens B mdjacent cases. An unioved pawn may be moved forward
ons or_two cases, &nd it can bo cavtvred en passant. A pawn which
wcaches the other side of the cubo is promotaed,

Porhaps tho best way of describing the IiIGHT's move 12 asg
follows: en luner case is touchad by 26 c¢msas, and there are 98
zases that touch them, which nay bs considered as being two cases
wwey from the knizht. Now if the knight wero a gqueen {(and tho
Intervening cusea were enpty) it would be able to move to 26 of
thoes ceces; the knight can move to any of the remainl 72 cases.

The EIFPOCRIFr may be considered as noving tErec cases 1ike
a rook. ard thon making & plane knight's move in the plane perpen-
dizcular “o the rook’s move; thus, a hippogr»iff in an inner case
hes €8 peseible moves.

Tl:p almebraic foraula used to record moves is as follows:
Zlpors are numbered in Roman rlgures I {bottom) to VIII (topl;
files avo letiered A to F 74 i3 on iihite’s left) and ranka are in
Aradbic numerals ) te B, from Vhits's aide to Black's.

it the commencenent of & gure, ihite‘s 64 pleces rill the
first 2 ranks of floers III, IV, ¥ = VI; the second row of sach of

thege floors is filled with pewns, the Tirst Tows being filled as
followa:

Floor VI p r B 3 f p o E equals pawn

Floor ¥ R E A/B)Y T Ko H R f Tool

Yleer ¥ R E En F K 4/BI R B Bishop

¥loor IIT p p * 2 B £ p ¥ R Rook

H equals Hipposriff, Kn equals Knight, F eguals Favourite, A/B
tguals Archbiskon, 4 equals  ueen, aad ¥ equalg Fing.

Black's sien are set up as thae amirror image of White's; thus
Jhite's .uean 1s initially om V-9-}, wherees Zlack’'s jusen is
initlelly on ¥Y-D-8,

The detalled ruies of this ([ and of several other unorthedox
chess yarients) may be obtained (in Frenech) in the book Nouvaaux
Jouz d'Schuce Hon-Orthodoxes by Joseph Boyar, 3 rue Lecontse
Lisi¢, Porls l6e, I'rance, published 1954, price in England B8/6d
pos. Frea.
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NEW WORLDS
0. 102,
VBNUS PLUS X by Theodore Sturgeon. This will be rsviewed when
oQmplets,

THZ EDGE OF OBLIVIOM by Peter Hawkins brings together two old
favourites: the possible properties thet matter night assucms under
the temperature and pressurc conditions of a nova core, and the
naurotic scientist knocked ofi nis mental Lalance by the rfailurs
of his pet line of researoh. Intertwined with these ls an “exmlan~
etion" of the atmosphers of Venus. The idea is inganious but
laa¥aes too much unexplajned, and the human side of the story is
told with stoock types. C plus,
HIATCS by Frank BErandon. A short tals of tine first ¢rew member to
awake from artificial hibernation at the end of an interstellar
voyage, and his helfesane struggles to remerber where he is and
what it is that he has to do. But why didn’t the automatic tape
recordings, inatead of warning him off the mechanisns he was not
puppoaed to toush, als¢ direct him to the plsces he was supposed
t0 go? 3orry, but it's nonsense. .
THE SPIRIT IS WILLII'G by Richard Greham, An alien and lower
oulture, unable to stand up to Earth’s overlordship by neans of
open force, tries a mors insidious apnaroach. The iden 1g good,
apd the author has made a dralscwortay attempt to put across an
alien atmosphers, but he legves just a little too mueh to the
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reader's powers of lmagination and reconstruction. C plus.
3TOPOVER EARTH, by Dan Morgan. The plot of this is “Stranger from
Space™ told in reverse, So to speak, and well told - wag the girl's
death guicide or accident? B.

STARTING COURSE, by Arthur Sellings. How can you start a colonial
ompire when the home population is too contented to move? Several
stories have been written on this theme, but T think that this is

a brend nsw answer, and an interesting one, since only the fundawm-
entally decent people, desirsble as colonistg, could be expected

to react in this way. B plus,
Article : RADTO SPACE by Kennsth Johns, 4 very good and up-to-date
geocount of radaer {es opposed to radio) astroncny. B plus.

LEditorial - Yohn Carnell compares severel sf personelities' react-
ionsto the Wernher von Fraun Cllm I ADI AT TUE STARS. liost of the
criticisme are pointed mnd interesting, but not the one thet comp~
leined that nothing wes said in the film about the V-1. Ven Braun
was a rocket expert, and never pretended to be anything else; V-1
was not a rocket at all, but a pilotless jet aircraft of only
slightly unconventional type, in which field von Braun had no
special knowledge.

Book Reviews - this tioc all by Carnell; an interesting and fairly
long survey of now pb's on both sides of the Atlantic.

COVER, by & newcomer Sydncy Jordan, is an adequate, but rot striking,
illustration to VENUS PLUS X; it’s s pity the countryside does not
show the colour and detail described in the toxt.

Hp. 103.

VEXUS PLUS X part I to be reviewed when complete.

THE 100N VERSLUS3 MNal3EV hy Theodore L. Thonas. A powerful industrial
corporation takes advantage of an accident to the plant of a
chlorellae~farmer on the %ioon to try to “sgqueeze him out,“ only to
have their attempt recoil upon thsir own heads. Thanks to Centerton,
Westgate & lingan, the enterprising firm of ex-~-engineer lawyers,
whose hilarious heginnings were the subjeet of the tale THE LAW
SCHOOL (438F/BRE Septemher 19568). PFlenty of incident and emusing
skulduggery; we could do with nore tales in the same vein. Be
SPRING FaIR +CDULI by Francis G. Rayer. This is “I never get e
aquare deal because I'm on alien” brought to a happy ending through
an {undeseribed) transdimensional gimmick. 1lone of tha characters
seered worth the trouble te me. D.

A WORLD FOR !E by Robert Hogkins. If you set out to educate a
humanoid robot,. can you object if 1t develops & persopnality of it's
own, which you may happen to dislike? There have been many yasrns
on this framework; this ono glvss the impressgion of a potboiler
written in a hurry: e.g. on p.47 1t spealts of sxperinents on this
robot’s “auccessorsa”, while on p.S3 it says that this vhole series
of sxperimental projects wes cloged down; alde I cannot see why

the project director gave the order he did for tlhe robot's
destruction. D plus.

THE MAN [ CAMNE B«Cl; by Robert Silverberg. After eighteen years

a man parforns Lhe supposedly impossible tack of buylng out his
indenturas, on one of ths less agreeable colory worlds, and returns
to Earth with the stated intantagp of parrying his old love, now



& pDueh-murTied-sni-dlvvice. velavizion stor, Al he dve: too - how
beaing the story gimmick, I'd say 1t waen't worth it, but then T've
& waro ecrner for aa suthor who'll rive a cclony world e ¢lassis
Czech nane! 350 we'll call it B ninus.
ROUTIKE EXERCIST by Phillip I. High, There have been many time-
travel tales in whieh we “nect our own ancestors’, but this one
has a new twist.d good, fast moving adventure tale; pity it's sa
shoTt. B plus.
EDIZCRIaAL, Cearsell curvers chancing potterns ¢f sf in Britain and
U,8.; and tells a good tale spainst hinself.
POSTi 'CRTZ. Cre letter gives iwore and very interesting metter on
Beinlein's nuch-disputed new novel.
COVER - by Lewis; I c¢sn't telisve that the lady-killer hero ¢f
Sturgeon's novel was as downright ugly as this!

Arther R, Tleir.

SCIEMCE Pai Tu3Y

No. 45.

THE [P CCUNTKY ty Lenneth Bulmer. Xenneth Bulaer is now acquiring
one of the most valuetle gifte en s autuor zan have - the trick of
bringing off scaethirg quite unexpected. If T had rsad this story
without kKnowingz the suthor’s name, I weuld have unhesitatingly put
it down tc Joha Brunmer, since it is mcre than a little reminiscent
¢ that author's TIPRINT OF Cn4CS in Mos 42. The basic plot glmnick
- that of the partias who, golng Ofi ths torn edge of tacir map,
find taemselves in another “earth’™ voery difforent froo that of
sveryday - is not original, tut thc characters, and the werking cut
of the theme are aitojother criginul, Lite T2 BONDS CF SEC3IMON
4nd BEYO)D THE STILVER 3II¥ it shows tie auilhor at his best, thaugh
lixs the latter, it lseves too mary unsatisiied questions at it's
finish. A ninus.

STDIC 5 TIE STARS by J.G, Dallard. The avthor has returned, hers,
to the artist colony, ‘Verullion Sends whici was the centre of his
PRI+ BELLADOITA of Tour years ago., This stary, like that, aentres
round a mysterious wonen with cdd artistic £ifts, tut this time a
posteas irstead of @ singer, whe erupta into tre local group of
postg, who are asececusioned Yo pro2ueing their asterploecos with the
aid of electronic comiputsr-transcribers, that will write parfect
verse in eny xiven nstre ¢r rhyme-pattern or theue to which theyr
have been programned. The nyth of Jielander and Ccrydon is ree
enacted in re&l life, with resulus sligi:tly shaizering « in rore
senses than one. It is a brilliant new idea, but the writing does
not come to life as it snould, =nd the charac¢terization 1s noor,
Article - STUSIES It SCYIUHCE FICTION, 10: IFITI-JAIES ('BRIDN by

Saz loskowitz. Here we have lloskowitz at nils best agala, though
the article ;s ratler long Jor the sslected suthor's ralatively
swall outptit, Howevsy lioskowitz fas kent firmdy to his point, and
glven us & livoly and interesting account of a talented and versate
ile fantesist. Two pninis are woTtli maising: apearently loskowiiz
has not troudbled te leoal: up any of the f'iles of Pritish nagazines,
i1n which he could have found nere recent reprints er sgvsral cf
O'Brien's steries; also his cleis tlsat only Pranc Owen ever got
close to C'3rien in “eanturing tho connlete essence and nood of
Chiness storytslling’, simply w¢11 not steni up lcr & mement belfore



any reader acquainted with the works of the late Ernist Brahmah}
B plus,

GOVER - by Brian Lewis illustrating TEE AP COUNTRY. A4 good strike
ing cover, but, as so often, spoiled by incorrsct detail, We are
told that the “tank-things® had unprotected caterpillar tracks, and
this point is important, since it was only thanks to this that
some of ths protagonists escaped with their lives. Yet Lewls has
ghown them with either no tracks at all, or else completely cenolo-
sed tracks - I wondey why?

Arthwar R, Veir.
NEW WORLDS 104.
}OONW OF DELIGHT by Brian f, Aldiss. 'fhe blurb suggests that this
is some sort of narallel to Fredric Brown's PLAGET IS A CRAZY
PLACE, but in ract Tandy two ig a very different kind of placs, and
this is a very different kind of story.

Incidentally, if the “strip' oan stopr a massive I'TL ship,
moving at large mwltiples of the valocity of light, in about 200
milligeconds, why fsn’t everything in tha ship smashed superflat by
the deccleration?

But, as always. Brisn 4Aldiss has produced an unusuval story.

B minus.

THE SINGING GRASSES by Pike Davies. In this would-bc tear-jorker
ghort, a star-ship captain finds the lcgitimate way out of an
intolerable situation. D minus.
GOGOLO by E.C. PTubb. How to protcect a poor and defoncoloss colony
world agairst influence from “"home”. This is again ono of Tod
Tubb's “atwospheric® tales -~ an atwmosphoro of doccption. A minus,
FIVE by D.S. Stewart. A brand-new and complicated idea, rather
poorly develobed by e new an? inexperienced hand. C.
STiR LIGHT. 3TeR BRIGHT by Lan ilright. Seeing is wolieving even
when you don't went to belisve, But I cannot belisve that the
coincidenco of dates would have gone unobserved by the coroner's
court. B miaus.
Cover by Brian Lewls. 1llo to VENUS PIUS X; good but not a
nasterplace.

Arther R. Weir,

o~ rapvars [T *E

BOOK RE¥IENS continued

through to sheep. “¥at the weeds in the potato patch, but leave
the potatos alone,” sort of thing, Gradually the lahguages are
mastered and finally the enimals are enrolled in the armed
foroes. This is the story o the first mission on which they are
used.

If you missed thig story in the sarial form in Galaxy then
reed 1t nere, if you've read it besfore thep read it again. It's
good - very good,

Pat Kearney.
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Illustration by Chris lilller (traasfered to stercil by Jim Groves).

This is the only response so far to our recent appeal for
art-work fromp members.
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Reprinted from EYE 6

They say in the East that there dwells a black béast ,’
Whose motto is “Cherchez la feumme': 4/747 4
It howls and it roars and it snlchers its claus
and the villegers whisper “The BEI:!

I was drinking Bacardi that night at the oarty
When Stefan turned up with the Thing, A, 7
So alone of the fen I was not surprised wheud(' 4

It was marched through the hall on a strlng., )

It seemed like an age tlll they climbed on
the stage

And the chairman collected his wits:

“Three cheers for old Stee, and his tame

) chlupanzee-—

*though the creature fair gives ne the

: creeps!

hat a horrible sight we have with us
tonight,
: This tentacled figure of hatred!
---By the way, am I right? Are those
manacles quite
As unbreakable as they are rated?

“This eater of men he has tracked to its
den--
o thoughts for his safty had he---
/ith fannish persistence he broke its
resistance
And brought it for Fandom to see!-

Here Stefan broke in, with an unhappy grin
At the Bem, who was twirling a key;

“There's a slight alteration to your exnlanatlon-—
As it hapoenu, the Ben has brought me.*

Not a sound, not at all, was heard in the hall
As these words of disaster sank in;

Every fan, drunk or not, stood aghast on the spot,
As his future turned pretty damn thin.
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1 presume you're sware, snarled the
Thine with a glaxe,
‘Thet = Bem has one outstanding featurse--
It is one vhick I doubt I could manage
without,
“Since I au @ Conventional oresature,

I refexr, in a phrase, to the 94 ways
In which I've appeared on a CoOVer.

In et least 93 1've been chasing a 3She,
And we'd best draw s veil on the other.»

But a fan from the South darsd to
open his mouth
(From the back of the hall, out
of range)
"We've no wowmsn to apare, but
you'll find, if you care,
That a neofan makes a nice change.

Said the Beu: Your suggestion is
out of ths question,

It makes oy tentacles curl;

I'1ll give you t:io winks to Pinish
your drinks

And then I start chasing & girl!-

Yot walt! There's a oresh, as it
twirled its moustachs,

4rd someone ¢ried Y volunteer!-

If you want a free teg, you can try

chasing Lie..s™

-~=and @ neofen gav faint cheer.

:From a room without name stepped a
. beautiful dame:

blonde with some soissors and
ezluel
'T could use a new bonnet with youxr
: ide upon it

© As sure as ny nanse's FobwHailed

Sus!+
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At these friendly ramarks -- 1n a shest
of blue sparks --

Tho Bem jumped a yard frowm the floor;

4nd ag Sue with s leer anipped a piece
from its rear

They vanlshed hot-foot through the door, -

From the depths of the night ocane expressions:

of fright ..
Such es “Oen't let her touch we! ' and
“Eeekl”
As Sue later boasted, wien oft she was
toasted,

It d1dn*t stop running that woeek.

And there in the Esat you may fimd the
sad beast, ;
A~licping along rather wobbly;
And Af you ask why, it will quote with
a sigh
It*s motto: 'La donna & mobile'.
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Sectierv

Ethel Lindsa¥, Cm? & Houss, € Lansley Avenue _SurhibonE Surry.
aven't real arn AMAzing fOr years, S0 GCOlEe’s artlols meds

ma curisus, maybe I will have another bash at it. Ken Slater only
whotted my curioslty with that 1little bit of gossip he mentioned.
Yg d like to know which village it was, and what they voted for.

ow, to Daphne'a letter .. the first thing thet striles ne 1s
that part where she says “what If a meeting with publishers or
sditors were erranged”. This 1a a vory reaote poasibility iladeed
a3 she must well know, but even if the type of thing that ahe
envissges 4id get arranged, I am sure none of the officials would
fail to attend on the groumds she mentions, Rot what editors for
goodness geke? There is only one, Ted Cornell, in this country,
¥ho are these sditors and publishers that worry Daphne so? "hy
fihould we keep VZCTOR imperaonal to impreas them? ‘fe have had
John W. Campbell st a convention hers, and heo was nnt noticably
unimpressed by the ‘fennish goings on',

As to the serious fens who also worry Daphne I vronder why some
ol ther: do not atep forward to halp more vilth VECTORY Or the BSFA
1tself for that matter, Who has dope all the work since the
incaption of the BSF. but fans, and all active fana at that, with
little nesd to take on extra responsibility.

Daphns wants, if I read her correctly, peownlsa who teke unpaid
jors in hnn-proi‘asslonal organisation to act as if they were
professionals. Fraakly I think that is an vafeir thing to ask or
expect, no natter what the orgesnisation.

¥*(( I'm ourions about that village tool )} ¥
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FPeter Mabey, 10 Wellington S uerqi Cheltenhen, Gloz,
%ng a T

The oover is disappoint ¥er ohé nrevious one - unless
you can cantinue to get outstanding omes, I think you'll have to
adopt Daphne's suggestion of a permanent design: this would pay off
in another way, in that it would then be econonic to have it
printed, with a blank snece somewnere to have the lssue cumber put
in. The interior illustrations, on the other hand, ars generally
pretty good = the heading for th¢ editorial, in particular, is in
Atom's best non-comic style.

Taking your seditorial and the letier from Daphne Buckmaster
together, the only corment that I can o0dd 1s that if ell the
officers of the BSFA hed to be folk who could put thet job before
their own privete c¢circumstences, then it would cease to exist.
Although the Association is goirg along well, it's not big esnough
yot to expect to be able to find enough peonle able %o give it
that kind of service among the nembership - and there is also the
danger of gstting the tyve of person who wants to shape the organ-
jzation they'’re running to their own ideas regardless of the wishes
of the menbers. (They aren't necessarlly after any sort of gain -
they Just have gtrong views about whut the organisation should be,
end not enough ¢onsideration for what it i1g.) I agree wIth you
that at present we can't expect to exort mvch influence on editors -
agaln it's a question of size relative to the total readsrship.
However, oongideration of the objeotsz of the B3FA as described in
section 2 of the constitution in relation to sthat is bteing done
and what can be done - not only by the committes, but by the members
generally -~ does warrant further attention, and I hope that
Daphne's letter will start members thinking about it.

George Locike has practiocally provided two articles in one,
though I'd have rather preferred it if he'd done two saparate ones.
The history of the early days of .agazine sclence flction was very
Interesting, but it didn't really leave him enouza space to
develop his arguuent for livening up the current magazines by a
change of editors. I agrees that Campbell's latest ideas have
become altogether too dominant, but it seems a bit too Arastio to
throw him right out: though I'4 like to ses what sort of fiction
he might produce now. (I suppose it's possible that he might still
Ye writing under a pseudonym, but T don't think so.)

I don't think I'we got much to say about the reviews - I've
not seen the Von Praun film yet so can't cowneant, except to say
that if it bears any significart similarity to his actual life-
story 1t*'ll be totally Aiffersnt from bracticelly every other
Hollywood biography I've seend

Doc Weir, Priurose Cottage, Westonbirt Villege, Nr. Tstbury, Glos.
Cover - lovely. A propos of Daphne Bucknaster's oriticisms

how about doing as the old Amazing Stories used to - i.e. having
the top panel of the cover, with the ruobric of the name and number
always the samse in sone stendard 3tyle, and then the lower panel
may be just aenything?

BEditorial - if you aocent any offioial nost In any orgonisation
then that bescomes your number one hobby for the time being, and

your own ¢oncerns, short of actually makirg your living, take
sgoond place - right? =




General Chuntering - very guod as always. Y loved his account
of the vote stuffing over the Fugos'. Also his corment on PATT -
FIMDERS TO FaR5.

Letter colwan - the ideozraph of a typewriter males a very
good heading.

1B SLATER - I egree tomt “psience™ when it reaches the ault
stage belongs with spirituslism, ete. But it certainly hecn't
with me; I built my printed circult Xieronymous mechine simply to
demonstrate to .y own satisfaction that the whole thing was a faeke.
Working strictly from the results I've got, I've .ianaged to demon-
strate (to my own sanoyance!] that the thing n't a Take - merely
& distractingly interesting phonomenon, so unrelisble apd un-
understandabls as to be no daun uss auyway!

As repgerds ILovecraff, I've inadvertently answered his challenge
aince I've mentloned the title of the story from which he wes
quoting (DREa. UEST OF UFKNOWIY CADATH) in reviewing the Moslkowitz
article on Lovecraft.

Jim Linwood, 10 i.eadow Cottames, MNetherfield, Hotts,

LTked the I .L. AT TE SI-K3 Tevieus. somehow I got hold of
a frao ticket for the Nottm showing with a distrlbutors-handout.
The handout, an open latter from broducer Lee Thomson, clulmed the
film took no sides, and oreseated botk sides' opinions. 3o I
tottered along to the local expecting li hours of thought provoking
material...I wish I hadn't! The CJP side was reprssanted by s
hysterical American who belonged in a nut-housc, whose opinions
wesren't valid enyway because his Tamily were killed by & buzz-bonb,
lagving him onotionally disturbed. VB was nresented alien to my
inpression of him; I see hin as brilliant, yet politically immature
(lika ost Germans at that period), pottering around with his
inventions, thinking of Hitler as a remote benofactor, and actually
believing the Third Reich would last for ever. He hasn't changed
much has he?..:.just substitute Pentagon for lazi-Party. Personal
opinions aside, it was a downright lousy film, full of irritating
repartes lilie when the 33 man picks up @ VR nodel rocket and asks,
“Vot ist dis?* A moon rocket®, “To go to der moon?™...eccchhhh.

Enjoyedyour verbal battle with Ifike ~corcock. Re the indlv-
fidual versus society; you have probably read Horman Vouk's fine
novel TiR CAINE KLTI'Y, and exe faniliar with it's preo-society

ge. The mir per “"Celne’ 1a captained by the cowardly,
neurotic, .ueeg, whose frustrated officers take over when he gives
en order which would mean the destruction of the ship. The officers
are courtmartialed , but a brillisnt defending lewyer, Greanwald,
reduces (useg to & nervous wreck, amd shows that he is incapeble
of cantaining a shin. The offlcers are acquitted and .ueeg‘'s
careecr is finishsd. The twist 1s delivered by Greenwald who says
that .ueeg was an instruuent of soclety, and was therefore right
oeven the' he would have kkilled every wan on tho “Caine™. The true
villain was the nutiny leader, Isefer, who triggerod the dissont
against Jueog: whats moro Koefor was dangaerous bocauso he thought
for himself, and actually Tead bocks! ‘¢that Wouk was 1n effoct
doing was the fictionslization of tho Organisatien-nan philosophy..
.odofonding tho rourctic, tranquilizer-taking, executive, who
keopa the wheels turning. Tow eiy intelligent persen could defend
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<ueeg oh the grounds that he represents society is beyond me; only
yesmaen take orders without question...lool: whut hepsoned to Fitler's
Gormany!

*({THE CAINE MUTI'Y - I haven’it read it but } get the gensral
drift of 1t from what you write and what I've licard, T don't
think that you’re right in surmising thet ‘fouk was sulpglsing tha
Organisation Yan, If so he'd have had .ues2g vindiceted, and shown
in @ more favourabls light, a sort of loyal but pig-headed man.

What ‘Youk was prebably seqring was that wher soneone is given muth-
ority bhe nmust be obeysd, and thot disobedienco uust be punished.

You can't run s ship, or en army, or even a co. .try, by consulting
everybod) averytime & decision must be made. 5plit asecond decisions
aers mede by individuels not by groups. Even 1n a democracy like
ours the bulk of the people are only consulted overy five years
sbout the running of the country. In betwoen times absolute control
is exereised by throe or four hunired msn, For every .ueog there
arg a thousand good captains. and for evcry ¥ecfer who is right
there are bunireds of men who would stir up trouble for peraonal
petty motives ir they thought they could gat eway with it. You
can't changs the genoral rules to allow for minor sxceptions; that
must be done in euch particular cesc without alterlng tho general
ruls. Greemwald's final statement is 1n defence of a position,

that of captain of & ship, not of an 1nﬂividuul, ueeg.

Yss, just look a% what happened to Titler's Germany. They
were boaten by the finest body of yvus-men in the world, the British
Army. bden who wero ordsrod to thgir deaths for the comnon good ,
and who went withaout complaint. Tlinder a comnotant leadsr yes-men
are necsssery faor success, and the groups is responsible for making
guro that it selocts good compotent loaders.))¥

Archie lercer, 434/4 liewark Rood rnr Hykehanm, Lincoln.
English community with & pe populat‘on or undar 7,000 - I've
checked most of the obvious onas in a friend's 4a booL unfortunat-

ely I can pin it neithor on Foddesden nor WWistech.

Deghne has a point about christian names ard nicknanes, I
can't think of any Comwittue niclnnmes that have been dragged
through the peges of VECTOR, I suppose thet she neans diminutives
such as Jim, Archie, ste. Put as far as her zoneral principle goes
I've always tried to describe myselfl orricially as “A.*, l‘arcer4
rather than Archie llercer®, I aven revived oy othemiise moribund
middie initiel to deo it. But then again - if Committee wembers
apd the like in the OC, why not professzional authors in the prozines?
The John Thises and Kemnath Thata amd Brian \f, Thoothers are too
numerous for words, and diminutives such as Sem {tiorwin Jr.) and
Fred {Foylc) are by no means unhaesrd of. It looks lite your
practice lg at lecast capablc of putting un a spiritcd defonec.

As for her wider angleg {if you'll pardon the expression), it
strikes me that you're doing a pretty gocd jod of trying to 2lease
BOTL types of sf reader. 4and hor condlitions for aceeptance of
office, thouge ideal, are not in tune with the facts of 1life.
Officers with limltations on their tirie ares arter all bstter than
no offlcers ot all, WWithin limits anyway.
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vobbie Gray, 12 Benniigton Strewt, Clielvenhaw, Glos.

ou sesm to be of the same opinion as T an regarding marchers,
though rou have nade a suggestion that I never have i.e. why don't
they stop wasting their time marching and Tinance the social scien-
tists. But I can’t help thinking taat, huwmsn naturs being what it
is, what would happsn il two hwaian beings werec in a situetion - &
dangmrous one - end only ong could ascape, would cither of them
think of the othar? There may be a dedicated FTew, but would not
even the best of us get out fest? 350 what ore these marchers doing?
Are they really concerned with saving everyone's skin or are thay
only thinking of their own and have got scared gaocugh to do this
protest marching. No one i3 going to tell me that svery one of
those marchers was anotiner Canon Collins. Anyway, I saew the end of
last year's Easter march and quite a nuumber ol tihe marchers were
recogniseble as tho typs of exhibitionists who would jump on any
bandwegon for the sake of being in the llielight. It mugst have
been quite sickening for the swall nucleus of rcully sincere people.

Daphne's lettar - De:hne can bo very logieal, but she over-
looks one luportant thing. Ioat »eople aren’™t logical (thani God!)
and any publication which wants to interest people pust aeke an
appeal to thelr 1lnterests or emptions, In othor words there nust
be a oertain amount of personality te e magazine,

I would also 2ike to point out that it was the friendly atnos-
phere (Christien names and svch) in the editorisls and letter col-
uans of the sre-war sf prolessional magazines that was largely
regponsible for the formation of fan ¢lubs, and from that to sooiet-
iea and associations,

By the way tkcre is a so-called horror Tili: going the rounds
that I'm not sure whether it ia asupposed to be valen seriocusly or
whether it is intended to gny all horror filas. It's an X filn
called “The Fouse of Frankenstein”. It starts off with a nad sei-
entist, a hunchback (Notre Dame up to date) who naturally falls
in love with the heroine {(vwho ean't ect), Franksnstein's conater,
sorry, Dracula came flrst, then tlho werewclf and the uonster. Talk
about plling Ossa on Felion! Characters oll destroyed et the end,
until they want to make the naxt il

*{{sarchers - I think you underestiugte peonle, providing they
don't panic I reckon the najority would aet well in the situstien
you postulate, 4s for the exhibitionlsts, it's a case of working
with the material to hend, we can't all Le Canon Collins®. The Tew
lead and the many follow, albeit reluotantly.))

John Phillifent, 103 Clam attles Court, London, S.V.6.
have just finished remdin: VECTOR 10, and this is as good @

tine as any to take stock. pDoc Welr has come ovt in Tavour of the
‘personal' reactlon, so here's mipe, for what it's worti. Staying
uith Dec, and his many predecessors, the book and nagazina reviews
are & legitimats part of the FiF4, and ‘belong' ia VECTOR, but they
have been, consistently, it's weakest part, As I have basn Tes-
ponsible rfor sowe of the material, I feel entitled to comnent,

Before taking on the task of reviewing, I had to dacide,
objectively, just what a review should be, and ny conclusions arse
directly opposite to Doc's. As I ase it, what Lhe regder wents
from a review is, quite simply, the title of tho story, where.
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published, who wrote 1t, what it's about, whetiher ox not it's

worth reading, oxciting, interesting, well written or not, and mey-
be whether the concepts and oonolugions in it are valid .. and
nothing elgse, To intrude with oy personal reactions, whether or
not I've seen this or that twist, theme or gimuick before, whether
it was better or worse than some previous story, I consider am
impertinence, I canrot imagine more thsn a small handful of people
who would give two damns as to my personal reaction to a story.

To try to rate a story in any sort of 'competition' standard

would be sheer conceit.

Carnell, over here, and Campbell, over 'thers' are far more
experienced in thig field than nyself, or any other amatewr reviswer,
yet they btoth run a apecial de¢partment for trating' stories, by
the only velid method, which is resdership appreciation, If those
two experts refrain from trying tc ‘rate' e story, the lesson is
obvioug., T was plessed to see this polnt raised by Ken Slater and
Mike Xooroock. I'm protty sure thers are nany cthers of like mind,

The only cther point of imsortance‘was raised by Danhne
Buckmaster, and I agrsee, wholeheartedly, with svory word she wrote.
“ha trouble, hers, iz that 'fandom' 1is a state of mind, & ‘oonvict-
jon! which mekesg thoge affljcted with it almost immune to ordinery
corpon sense. Fandon 1s one thing, ST readershin is another, The
may, and quite often do, overlap in the same nerson, like the
gembler who goes to churoh on Sundaeys, but, as activities, they
ars poles apart.

Ferhaps a few rough figures wil) kely., NKova sells two nagazines
a month: There ars, alsc, Analog, Galaxy, If, and F&SFP., All
selling,for money, and prasumably, maixing a profit, in this
gountry. Even sllowing for overlappins and duplicating, this
argues & roesdership, a buylng readership, of the order of 200,000
&nd up, whioh is something liite a hundred ticies as many as fthere
are fahs all put together. and that minority, that one in two
hundred, is pretty well catered for, already, what with c¢lubs,
groups, associetions and fanzlines.

I joined .. was persuaded to jJoin, the B3FL, in the imprassion
that 1t wasg; per 1t's title, a science-fiction assocciation, I am
not a 'fan', never heve been, don't want to bz, and am net the least
bit interested in 'fandom’. For some odd reason, thils seesme to be
Greek, to fans, For some weird reason, the fact that out of every
hundred pecnle who read and enjoy SF, only one is 'fan' inclined,
seens to be incomprehensible to fans. Yet it 1s a fact.

Now, so0 far, the BSFA has been run by, and heavily slanted
towards, 'fandem's. It 1is, in faet, a thinly disguised fan-club,
end VECTOR a watered-down fanzine. 4nd, after all this time, the
membership is around two hundred. To me, these Tacts g:eak for
themselves. The officials of the BSTA, present and past, have
bessn 'fans', have besn obsessed by the 'fannish' approach and
technique, and have had to attend to B3P, matters, and the produdte
ion of VIﬁTOR, in betwacn bouts of other and heectie 'fanac’. Yuch
¢rodit to them for the gweat and blood, of coursc, but ..

The 'fan' approach 1s obriously fallinz to reech any appred-
ieble fraotion of that positive 200,000 who gre interested snough
in SF to pay money for it every wmonth. Thet is fact. In my
apinion, only, the *fan' approach is doing nore, Is actively allen-
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ating many who would otherwise be interested in an organisation to
promote & follow-on interest in SF, I don’t consider myself in
any way unique, and I like reading SF, reading about it, discussing
it, arguing about it, and, et times, trying to write some. 0On the
face of 1t therse are aows 200,000 more like ne. If only one
percent c¢f that number oould be inducel to join an essoclation for
the purpose of promoting and sstisfying intereat in their favourite
fietion, our membershin would be 2,000 and morc. As sgainst 200,
oT lesas.

I would be happy to zae a bositive, reasoned statement, or
gome ooncrete evidence, that I am overstating my case, or thet ny
oonclusions are wrong. Until such tiame, towsver, my personal
conclusion is this, I shall renew my sub. this year, T'll1 play
¥yOu one more gaue, your way. Then, unless thers ls a decided and
significant change ., goodbye!l

*{{ You can sgee Ella's reactlon to John's letter in her
aolumn, but I'd like to add a few words of iy own. To start at
the beginning - tihe sf readership is s specislized selection of
people from the generel publio, and fandom is a further selection
from the ranks of the sf readers, The thing then, in both cases,
1a pot to thrust sf or fandom down their throats but just to ensure
that they know it exists. For ipstance I know quite a few members
of the G.,P, They know that I read sf(usuelly theoy find thc fact
hilaricus). They know thet s and the ESFA exist, I don't thrust
af down their throats or insist that they join the E3¥i, but if
they want and ask for informatien then I'll give it., Ditte for
sf readers, As long as they hknow that fundei exists and who to
ask for further information that's ok by me, Any further efTort
is up to them. The same goes inside the PSFi. The Committee posts
go, almost without argupent, to those who want te tnke them. Once
in the post you are at liberty to nudge the Asanciamtion in whatever
direction you chooga, If the members dilsapprove then they can
excreise their right to refuso to re-eloct you the following yaar,

As for those 200,000 sf readsers whom we are falling to
attract, well it's one thing to be willing to lay out twe, four,
gix or more shillings per month for s mags bubt quite another to
lay out & pound for the dubiocus privilege of belanging to an organ-
isation of one's fellow sddicts. T should say that most of those
sf readers don't give a damn about the others., Even of those who
have joined the DSFA few seem interssied enough to mcot one another
oT write.

Our ads ars in the megazines, and they're not fannish in nature,
and that's as far as we can go. If the sf reader does not want
to regpond then there's wvery little that we can do to make bhim.

I've boen trying to thinlt what John means by this “Tannish
slant* that VECTOR has, and so far I've got the lollowing!«
1) The editor is, and always has been, a fan.
2) It is duplicated like s fanzine. [Tho only econoiiic procesal,
3) Illustrated by Panartista. {l'one other ovailable.)
4) Written for by fans, albeit si type moterizl, (Ditto.)
Sfpublishes a Tanzine reprint each issue.
&) Extremely informal in tene. (I ocan only shrug.)

What elsc is there I wondor?
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lleredith Ghatterton. 63 Pentire Road, Tondon, F.l7.

Beat item in The 1ASuo WS GBorge ZEcEe's Y INGROWN'. Tt
says muoh that T have thought for years, but says 1t clearly and
effectively. Good for him, saying in effect, "Campbell mugt go
(go with honour, of course, Tor his great contributions to sf, but
gtill go). I hope a third era mey succeed the (Gernsback and
Campbell sras.

As a CNDer T rusat remark on your reply to Jim Linwood's letter.
You justify lumping CND with anti-vice and anti-gambling on the
grounds that eaoh "sesk to abolish what amount to universal human
activities™, This simply is not trus. Warfare is not universal.
You yourself mentlon the Bskimos and try to explain them away.

Even one exceptlon invelidates a gensral law. TIn fact of course
there are other cultures that dc not have warfars. The Arapesh of
New Guinea for example, and one of the American Indian tribes ~ I
thinkx the Zuni buft T mey have zof the wrong one off-hand, The
truth is of course that among tribal cultures some are very warlike
and some very peciific, Even emong the "eivilsed' nations,
Switzerland has not besn at war for 460 years - 12 or 15 gensrations
have lived and 4jisd without sufiféring from your universal humen
activity. In short, warfare ig a cultural psttern, not soms inborn
instinct.

*{{ First the cultures you nention are minor ones, hone of
the msajor ocultures come into that ocatergory. Seocond Switzerlamd is
part of Western civilization, & very fortunate part so far, The
instinet 1a the instinct to survive, to fight for the right to go
on living.

To take mnother tack, for a ban to be effective the must be
ways U0 enforce 1t ; winlded by who? And if suoch g ban could be
enforced why stop et nuclear weapons?))*

Brian Jordan, 86 Piccadilly Rozd, Burn.la‘xE Lanes.

TR INEﬁﬁWﬂ = This is lovely, yes. aorge svnsg 1t up very
well, I think...,.things are bad, dbad, when Astounding runs an
article on orystal-growing for beginners ,.,.but then it isn't
Astounding any more 1s 13? Thenk God that didn't heppen - I guess
the name changs was a good idea after all, if that's the sort of
crud that Campbell is going to publish.
later lettor.

Eoro, slightly late, is my account of the Inauguration of the
Shefrield University Urloen Science Flotion apd Fantasy Assooiation,
SUUSFFA for short.

The Iaugural ieeting went aseording to plan - though turaup
was rather less than promised. Only regret was that we had to skip
the letter from the BSFA dus to shortege of time - though only
one person present hadn't heard it hefors,

Ve now have & constitution and bye-laws, stating that our
urpose is the furtherande of critiocal end construetive approciat-
on of sf and £ in the Union sand University.

The membexrship is about half irom the science and technology
faculties, and half from the arts faculties, This even dilstribution
ie¢ generally regarded a= a Good Thing. 4lso, as we have the
proziged membership of the Chairman of the Arts Society, & joint
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debate or diacussion of some kind may well be arrangsd.

That's about it 'cept for the list of committee memters:

Chairmen Brian Jordsn {chemisat])

Secrobary  Petcr Mertir {chonist)

Trcesursr Frank Saltar {fuel technologist)

Librarian Peter Wright {psyoholagist)

Editor Brisn Jordan.

Agst, Ed., Wolf Percival (arts)

Prograrme and Soclal 3ec. Worma Shiel (arts)

Generel members Dave Pailey {chenmist]

Clive Walden (arts)

Total mewmbership difficult to sey. At present only 11, how-

ever, undlismayed, we expect tc rsach 20 easily.

WEALSOHEARDFRO! .
Ken Cheslin, Stourbridge, Peter lanafield, Slough, and
George Willick, —rdlana.

SECRETARY'S RETORT. ELLA FuaKKIR cantinued
hesrtening.,

Friday night meetings will ecntinue at my plece, and as Joe
is a regular attendee you will be able to mest him thers, those
of you who manage to get alcng; he'll be at the Conventlon too.
Now I shculd be aeble to got round to writing all thosc lattaers
I.0.0. You listening, Fred Hunter, Bill }orris, and Jim Korrie,
Jjost to zention B few?

I rave enjoyed my yecar's waork with you, and I hava rcade mapy
new friends es ® direet result of it. MNow I retire into the
shadows and becone opcs more 'just s membar’, but I'll btas watching
you!

'Bys now and a Rappy Convention.
It's all yours Joea

&
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